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From Readers Contents 
Editorial Pronounced "Superb" 
I don ' t fully unders tand the ways of God. I don ' t under-
stand, for instance, why a good brother of J o h n Zercher 's 
caliber was taken f r o m us at a t ime when his voice and 
insights are so much needed. 
I have truly enjoyed and appreciated the excellent edi-
torials written by J o h n dur ing the past several years. I have 
of ten contended tha t the best thing abou t the Evangelical 
Visitor was the editorials. It's certainly not my intention to 
put anyone on the spot , but someone is going to have to 
come up with some mighty good editorials, or the Evangel-
ical Visitor is going to fall on hard times (I don ' t think it 
will). 
Just now, I 'm referring to the editorial in the August 25 
issue of the Visitor entitled, "An Unfor tuna te Trans-
la t ion"—It was superb! I, for one, am going to miss John ' s 
prophet ic voice and writing and will be eternally grateful 
that he left us this final word before his home going. 
James W. Esh 
Co lo rado Springs, C O 
After 
To be weak, a f te r being strong; to find one's self sur-
passed af ter being an authori ty in a particular field; to be 
poor af ter being rich; to see the wrinkles come after gaining 
Hollywood s ta rdom; to be ignored af ter heading the 
group; to be wheel-chaired af ter the accident—these are 
facts in human living that are often hard to accept. 
For irreconcilables, unadaptab les and self-aggrandizers 
these lessons are learned bitterly. "It can' t be!" exclaims 
one. "I won ' t ! " shouts ano ther . For them life takes on the 
propor t ions of tragedy. 
Better is the expecta t ion and the acceptance of the facts. 
To accept gracefully and courageously the changes that 
come to all, even death itself, can turn tragedy into victory. 
Many times Jesus said, " M y hour is not yet come," but 
when his hour did come, he met it bravely. Loss of power, 
posit ion and health brings a compensat ing peace and satis-
fact ion when faced in the spirit of Christ. 
Norman Wingert 
Preview 
Two feature articles in this issue of the Visitor stress the 
impor tance of "mutua l i ty" in the mission of the church. 
Bishop Harvey Sider asks the quest ion, " W h o Runs the 
Church?" He develops a concept of mutua l leadership in 
the local congregation. 
J . Wilmer Heisey illustrates how missionaries and 
nat ionals are working together to advance the Kingdom on 
Brethren in Christ mission fields. 
Lucille Wingert and Richard Bailey suggest how the 
local congregat ion may minister to two groups in their 
midst: children and new believers. 
The BCE pages highlight the testimonies of teens who, 
t h rough S u m m e r Service, have shared in significant ways 
in the ministry of the church. 
Cover Photos: The photos on the cover of this issue were furnished by the 
Brethren in Christ Missions Office. Top: poverty-stricken woman and 
child of India: center: children from Purnea Hospital India: right: con-
struction at Madhipura Christian Hospital, India. 
The cover photo for the September 25 Visitor was by Robert Maust. 
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Outside the evening was balmy. Inside the atmosphere was heated 
and charged. Battlelines were being positioned. This was no ordi-
nary church board meeting (or was it?). The final salvo was shot and 
the pastor's newest idea was "defeated." 
Who Runs 
the Church? 
The young people? 
The pastor? 
A clique? 
The church board? 
Harvey R. Sider 
Who runs your church? The young 
people? The pas to r? A pa r t i cu la r 
clique? The church board? 
Brethren Hang Loose (Girrard) and 
Your Church Has Real Possibilities 
(Schuller) represent opposite ideas on 
how to run the church. The former 
illustrates unstructured leadership while 
the latter patterns carefully controlled 
leadership. Both claim to be led by the 
Holy Spirit who really runs the church. 
Neither Girrard nor Schuller shares 
the Brethren in Christ understanding 
of church structure. Yet, could it be 
that each of these, like many other 
groups when balanced by brotherhood, 
has something to teach us about the 
functioning of the body of Christ? 
Some have tried to find a biblical 
method of leading a church, others a 
Wesleyan, and still others an Anabap-
tist. The problem with this is that each 
one initially was more concerned about 
the "life of the body" than with defin-
ing too closely the governance of a 
church. And so, the Methodists, the 
Baptists, the Brethren in Christ, each 
developed its own pattern for running 
a church within the parameters of their 
understanding of who the people of 
God were. Each " in te rpre ted" the 
scriptures to support a "theology of 
management." 
Why does someone or some group 
have to run the church? The answer is 
found in the nature of humanity. As 
soon as God created Eve and two per-
sons began relating, there was need for 
structure. Some one had to have the 
last speech since silence did not ade-
quately communicate. Just as the fam-
ily unit needs direction, so do groups 
in society, including the church. 
With Christ as the head of the 
church, he becomes the real leader. 
Should that not be sufficient? If every-
one were perfectly tuned to Christ, 
totally unhampered by humanness, 
there would be no need of a human 
leader. But since that position does not 
exist, the scriptures indicate by both 
example and teaching that someone 
does need to direct (Mark 6:34-44; 
Acts 6:1-7; I Tim. 5:17). 
Organization is beautiful. It must 
have been a tremendous sight to see 
Christ arranging the crowds of hungry 
people in groups of fifties, seating 
them in orderly fashion and providing 
food f rom designated persons. That is 
organization. To run well, machinery 
also must be fully synchronized, well 
tuned and well oiled. Both people and 
machinery operate beautifully and 
efficiently when they are properly run. 
In his letters to the churches, Paul 
shows how beaut iful ly the church 
operates when each person functions 
•according to his/her special gift. As in 
the physical body, this can only happen 
effectively when each part submits to 
the other parts to give them the free-
dom and authority to carry out their 
role. 
A proper understanding of the func-
tion of leadership and the corporate-
ness of the body is highly important in 
the running of a church. 
What is the function of leadership 
within the body? God has given to all 
persons within the body gifts which 
are to work for the benefit of the 
church (I Cor. 12:14). In the role of 
pastoral ministry, various functions 
are to be performed: to "rule" (KJ), 
"direct the affairs of the church" (NIV 
I Tim. 5:17), care for God's church (I 
Tim. 3:5), tend the flock (I Pet. 5:2), 
teach and preach (I Tim. 5:17, 3:22, 
etc.), heal the sick (James 5:14), etc. A 
five-fold ministry is described in Eph. 
4:11. Other functions given to pastors 
arise from both biblical and fluid life 
situations. Since the function of lead-
ership is not static, we must always 
apply biblical norms to the culture and 
age in which we live. 
In the area of "directing the affairs 
of the church" tensions tend to occur. 
Moses, Christ, Paul and others faced 
this situation. 
The church is the body of believers. 
No church belongs to the pastor. But 
to page four 
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from page three 
neither does it belong to any other per-
son or to any particular group. All 
together make up the body. However, 
in the function of leadership, directing 
church affairs (I Tim. 5:17), the pastor 
has been assigned both by God the 
Holy Spirit and the calling body to an 
important function. As Dr. Sawchuck 
reminds us (Christianity Today, July 
20, 1979, pp. 19-22), God's anointing 
applies to all functions of the pastoral 
ministry, including that of directing 
the affairs of the church. So the pastor 
must assume and pursue his task with 
diligence, integrity and faithfulness. 
Two extremes are to be avoided. 
The pastor does not unilaterally make 
decisions but neither should he abdi-
cate his function as leader in directing 
the affairs of the church. Good leader-
ship is a ministry to the church and a 
gift of the Holy Spirit. Good leader-
ship accepts the authority given by the 
calling body, the church, and the Holy 
Spirit, and uses it in working with the 
body to direct the affairs of the church. 
Leadership implies authority. When 
a church calls a pastor, it automati-
cally delegates a certain amount of 
authori ty to him to lead and to act. If a 
church board had not sensed this need, 
obviously it would not have called a 
leader. To the extent that leadership 
authority has been delegated to the 
pastor to act, to that same degree oth-
ers agree to relinquish leadership. So 
the pastor to whom they have commit-
ted this authority must be prepared to 
fulfill his calling. This arrangement is 
both necessary and beautiful when 
kept in proper perspective. 
This in no way diminishes the func-
tion of the church board. In fact, some 
of the most significant persons in the 
congrega t ion are members of the 
church board who have been chosen to 
represent the body. What the elders 
were to Moses, the apostles were to 
Jesus, the cabinet to a prime minister, 
a board of directors to a president, this 
and more, a board is to a pastor. 
The Manual of Doctrine And Govern-
ment charges the board to "provide for 
the administration of the local congre-
gation in all of its phases." Since the 
pastor is to "assume administrative 
responsibilities for his congregation 
and effect a working organization for 
each phase of congregat ional life" 
(MDG), it becomes obvious that the 
Manual places a great deal of empha-
sis upon the cooperation of the pastor 
with the church board. 
Pastors must take initiative in plan-
ning and in leading. That is not to say 
that the church board is expected to 
rubber stamp all the plans and ideas 
which a pastor may have. But the 
board did call the pastor to exercise 
leadership of the congregation. By the 
same token, he wants and expects his 
board to be his advisors, his counsel-
lors, his sounding board. As a high 
degree of cooperation and sensitivity 
develops between the two, the church 
will move ahead effectively. 
Who runs the church? All of us as we 
submit to one another in love (Eph. 
5:18) and commit to one another the 
functions for which God has called 
and ordained us. When the overriding 
consideration is the new command of 
love toward one another, a pastor will 
be able to effectively "rule" (K J), "direct 
the affairs of the church" (NIV) with-
out violating personalities and the 
integrity of his board and church. 
Likewise, church boards and members 
will be the most prized counsellors a 
pastor can have as he "directs the 
affairs of the church." 
Note about the author: 
Harvey R. Sider presently serves as bishop of 
the Canadian Regional Conference of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. He and his wife, 
Irma, spent twelve years as missionaries to 
India. 
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Good leadership is a ministry to the 
church and a gift of the Holy Spirit 
Section 3. Duties of Pastors 
(a) The pastor shall, under the direction and counsel 
of his Bishop, co-operate with his Church Board and 
congregational council, assume administrative respon-
sibilities for his congregation, and effect a working 
organization for each phase of congregational life. 
THE CHILD 
and the 
How does the CHURCH rate in this International 
Year of the Child? Factors significant in the Church's 
ministry to children are brought into focus, acrostic 
style, while simple questions relevant to these areas 








CREATING A STIMULATING ENVIRONMENT FOR LEARNING 
In the Sunday school and other areas of Christian education, do we encourage individual creativeness in thinking and doing—thus 
enabling a child to shift from the passive to the active role and put himself totally into the learning experience? 
Are many opportunities provided for action learning—such as in role-playing, other dramatic activities, meaningful expression through 
art media, etc., for we do learn by doing? These open doors for a great deal of individual creativeness, as well. 
Do we make significant use of the questioning process—more often employing the higher order of questioning—that which requires 
value judgments on the child's level, expression of opinions and personal concepts, and the relating of biblical truths to the everyday life, 
rather than just the regurgitation of facts? 
HOLDING THE CHILD IN HIGH ESTEEM 
Do we provide the best in materials, classroom environment, and teaching staff for the childhood years? Does the teacher of children 
consider his task a high privilege and also accept the personal responsibility of giving his best in the planning and carrying out of the 
teaching ministry? 
Do we make frequent opportunities for the contributions of children in the worship services of the church and include occasional features 
with special child appeal? 
Remembering that "a little child shall lead them" (Isa. 11:6), do we recognize and appreciate the ability of the child to perform and 
develop in leadership roles—not only in his own Sunday school class but in service to the larger body (such as helping the church 
secretary deliver supplies to various areas of the church and carrying out other responsibilities relevant to his capabilities) thus helping 
him to early develop the concept of being needed and important in the service of the Lord? 
Do we view the child as Jesus did—an example of greatness and representing characteristics necessary for entering the kingdom of 
heaven? 
UNDERSTANDING THE NEEDS OF CHILDREN AT DIFFERENT AGE LEVELS 
Do we remember that the young child is not "made" to sit for long periods of time and needs plenty of movement in his learning and that 
his shorter attention span calls for a greater variety of learning experiences? 
Do we recognize tht the child is in much greater need of involvement with first-hand experiences than the second-hand experience of 
listening to an adult talk? 
Do we acquaint ourselves with the theological concepts appropriate for varying age and learning levels? (Charts identifying these may be 
found in Childhood Education in the Church, edited by Zuck and Clark, Moody Press.) 
Do we understand that at any age level the child needs much positive affirmation about himself? 
REPRESENTING CHRIST'S CONCERN FOR THE CHILD 
Do adults in the church talk often with children in the congregation? Why not have an adult-child communication project in which adults 
make it a point to exchange communication with at least five children before or after a service? Jesus took time to talk with children. 
(When speaking with a young child, you may want to physically position yourself with his eye level, so as to not appear so much like an 
awesome giant!) 
Would you care to try an "Adopt a Child" project in which a couple or single adult "adopts" a child or children in another church family 
and makes opportunities to become better acquainted during the year? 
Do we make note of birthdays of children in the congregation and let them know we care about them by a telephone call on their special 
days or the sending of a card? (Some churches include birth dates in their directories.) Christ is mindful of thejoys of childhood at these 
times. 
Are we concerned enough for the child that we consider an offense against him to be worthy of the serious consequences Jesus proposed? 
CARING ENOUGH TO GIVE WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
Are we faithful in expressing words of appreciation and praise to children after they have performed some type of ministry in the church? 
Do we make special effort to notice the praiseworthy characteristics and actions of children and give words of commendation to them, 
thus promoting a continuation of the same desired attitudes and behaviors? 
After a child has accepted Christ as Saviour, how often do adults in the church take time to talk with him about his new life or even give 
passing words of encouragement from time to time? 
HELPING A CHILD COME TO A PERSONAL DECISION FOR CHRIST 
Do we pray earnestly by name for the children in the congregation that they will respond to Christ's earliest call—and that parents may 
have the special joy of leading their children to this personal commitment? 
Do Sunday school teachers make decision time a natural and frequent part of their class activities? Does the pastor encourage children to 
receive Christ and endeavor to make it easy for them to respond to the call of invitation in the public services—recognizing that it is often 
also in this way that "a little child shall lead them?" 
As the child develops in Christ through the Holy Spirit-led ministry of an understanding, caring, and affirming church—one that 
stimulates him to reach his God-given potential—we may look ahead to the future of the church with great confidence, knowing it is in 
the hands of Christ—and the child in our midst today! 
The writer is the wife of Gerald Wingert, pastor of the Pequea 
Brethren in Christ Church. She is also the administrator of the New 
Danville Mennonite School, located near Lancaster. 
This article grows out of Lucille Wingert's service on the Board of 
Trustees of Messiah Children's Home, Mount Joy, Pa. 




The Freshman enrollment at Mes-
siah College is 375—an increase of 
13.6% over last year. Total students is 
just over 1,200 and that is up 4.4% over 
last year. The full-time student equi-
valency is 1,150 and that is up 9.1% 
over last year. The enrollment will 




The youth of the Air Hill congregation used 
Wednesday evenings for a series of Bible stu-
dies for the summer months with Donald 
Vundhla and Barb Yoder leading. The youth 
sponsored a Harvest Meeting for the entire 
church in Jacob Sollenberger's barn. • The 
Big Valley congregation presented an offering 
of almost $5,000 to the Susquehanna Valley 
congregation toward the purchase of a church 
building in Selingsgrove. John Rosenberry, 
pastor at Big Valley, served as evangelist at 
Selingsgrove for two weeks of revival services. 
On July 1, Ralph Palmer was installed as 
a s soc ia te p a s t o r of the C h a m b e r s b u r g 
Church. Special guest musicians for Fall Rally 
Day on Sept. 9, were the Choraliers from Lan-
caster. • Guest speaker for Fairview Avenue 
on Sunday, Sept. 16, was Dr. Martin Schrag, 
professor at Messiah College. • Dr. Henry 
Ginder was the guest speaker for a week of 
Spiritual Growth on Sept. 23-30 at the Five 
Forks Church. 
The G rantham congregation held a Spiritual 
Life Conference on Sept. 16-18, with Myron 
Augsburger as the guest speaker. • The Mt. 
Holly Springs congregation reports a Bap-
tismal Service on Sunday, Aug. 19, and recep-
tion of new members on Sept. 2. • The Mt. 
Rock congregation hosted a seminar on Sun-
day School Explosion for all S-1 and S-4 churches 
on Sat., Sept. 15. • A weekend family retreat 
was held by the Paramount congregation on 
Sept. 14 and 15 at Roxbury Camp. Eber and 
Ruth Dourte were the adult speakers. 
Atlantic 
C h e s t e r Church-Atlantic C o n f e r e n c e 
Reporter is a news sheet carrying information 
Church Planting 
Commiss ion 
on conference ministries. It is distributed through 
local congregations. The cartoon (one of many) 
illustrates the work of the Church Planting 
Commission. 
The Cross Roads Church will begin a five 
weeks course in discovering congregational 
goals in October. Small groups will be meeting 
weekly. Orientation for group leaders was held 
on Sept. 24. • A curriculum workshop was 
held by the Elizabethtown congregation on 
Sunday, Sept. 16. John A. Brubaker, National 
Director of Christian Education, shared in the 
morning, afternoon, and evening sessions. The 
Children's Choir will present Noah to the res-
idents of Messiah Village on Sunday evening, 
Oct. 7. • A Women's Fellowship Retreat was 
held on Saturday, Sept. 29, by the Lancaster 
congregation. Marilyn Habacker was the 
speaker, using the theme "Communication 
Within the Family." • The Manheim congre-
gation held a Family Life Conference on Sun-
day, Sept. 30. 
Child Evangelism conducted a teachers ' 
training program in the Manor Church on Sept. 
20, 27, and Oct. 4. • The Maytown congrega-
tion used Sunday evening, Sept. 9, as a time to 
study and discuss the "Renewal 2000" report. 
The Gloryland Quartet,Mt. Union, presented 
a gospel music program to the congregation on 
Sunday evening, Sept. 30. • Chuck and Cara 
Musser were the guest speakers at a prayer 
breakfast held by the Palmyra congregation on 
Sat. morning, Sept. 22. • The Reflections 
from Mechanicsburg, Pa., presented a gospel 
concert to the Pequea congregation on Sunday 
evening, Sept. 16. 
A "One-Hour Praise-a-thon" was held by the 
Refton congregation on Wednesday evening, 
Sept. 5. The service of sharing was planned by 
the Prayer Ministeries Committee. • The 
Silverdale congregation viewed the film, "The 
Miracle Goes On." • A banquet was held for all 
Christian Education workers of the Skyline 
View congregation on Saturday, Sept. 15. Dr. 
George Kimber was the speaker. • TheFrey 
Brothers Quartet presented an evening of 
music on Sunday, Aug. 26, in the Speedwell 
Heights Church. The young people's group 
spent a Sunday with the Five Forks congrega-
tion recently. • The Souderton congregation 
held a service of ordination for their pastor, 
Andrew Stoner on Sunday afternoon, Sept. 9, 
with a time of fellowship and refreshment follow-
ing. Sunday, Sept . 30, was designated as 
Golden Agers' Day with people "over 60" lead-
ing the morning service. All Golden Agers were 
to be invited for the noon meal. 
Canadian 
Recent guests of the Bridlewoodcongrega-
tion were Mr. and Mrs. Al Wideman who 
shared their training experience with Wycliffe 
Translators in a morning service. The men of 
the church meet bi-weekly in sharing and stud-
ying. • Sunday evening, Sept. 9, a Growth and 
Development Service was held by the Massey 
Place congregation with Pastor Douglas Sider 
speaking on "Renewal through Return." Special 
music was given by Rev. Allan Hopper. 
The "Bond of Love" musical group minis-
tered to the Meadowvale congregation on 
Sunday evening, Sept. 16. The following Sun-
day, the film, "All the King's Horses" was 
shown. • Reports on camp and Bible school 
were given to the Rosebank congregation on 
Sunday evening, Sept. 9, following a baptismal 
service. 
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I Bishop Ginder to Teach Course* 
! "The Pastoral Couple" I 
I Bishop Henry Ginder will be | 
5 teaching a Continuing Education I 
I course at Messiah College this fall Z 
" e n t i t l e d " T h e Pas to ra l Couple : I 
I Inreach, Outreach & Crossreach." c 
I Teaching f rom his long and wide- I 
I ranging experience and heartfelt f 
I concern for the pastoral couple, | 
* Bishop Ginder will lead ministers I 
I and their spouses in this study of the J 
| three basic dynamics of pastoral J 
j life. The "Inreach" aspect will deal o 
I with the inner-life of the individual I 
r and is concerned with prayer, Bible 1 
I study, human dynamics and the | 
' relational aspects of life. In the I 
("Outreach" portion, the topics of t _ evangelism and the sharing of faith I 
will be discussed along with the | 
relationship between the pastoral I 
* couple and the church. Finally, in * 
I "Crossreach" discipleship, nurture, jj 
' lifestyle, and the "modeling" of the I 
• Christian life will be examined. The t 
| course will be taught on three Mon- I 
day evenings f rom 7:30 to 9:30 PM * 
at Messiah College. The dates are I 
* November 5, 19 and December 3, | 
I 1979. i 
" For more information or to regis- I 
I ter for the course, contact Donald * 
| L. Wingert, Director of Continuing I 
j E d u c a t i o n at Messiah College, I 
• Grantham, Pa. 17027 or call 717- | 
x 766-2511. I 




Inspired preaching, heart-warming 
prayer times, crowds of people and 
lots of rain—these were some of the 
elements of Roxbury Holiness Camp 
1979. The Camp convened August 1 to 
12. The theme was "Rivers of Living 
Water," with the Camp Director John 
Hawbaker giving the keynote address. 
The associate evangelists Dr. Tho-
mas Hermiz and Dr. Arthur Climen-
haga gave sermons of high quality with 
a solid biblical basis and with practical 
appl ica t ions to daily living. Many 
people were saved and others received 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 
Mr. Raymond Niesley, from Day-
ton, Ohio, was the song director. The 
theme chorus used repeatedly was 
"There's a river of life flowing out 
through me." Groups that ministered 
in music were the Manheim Area Cho-
rus (all a cappella songs), the Evangels, 
the Hetrick Family f rom Duncannon, 
as well as local singers. 
The guest speaker for the second 
weekend was Dr. George R. Brunk, 
Mennonite educator and evangelist, 
whose forceful style and humor made 
his messages effective. 
The Children's Camp, directed by 
Ken and Audrey Brubake'r, gave atten-
tion to the ways we use the parts of our 
body (such as ear, eye, hands, feet) in 
"Living for Jesus." For the Youth 
Camp, Ken Reid and Carl Rosenberry 
directed many varied activities and led 
the teens in vigorous and worshipful 
song times. 
Many new and improved facilities 
were in use at the camp this year: a 
dining pavilion, new roof for the taber-
nacle, new concrete seating in the 
Berean Gardens, and an additional 
blacktop walkway. 
Hundreds of hours of donated time 
by volunteers made it possible to oper-
ate the Camp. 
The 1980 Camp will be held July 30 
to August 10. The associate evangelists 
will be Rev. Albert Lown from Eng-
land, and Rev. Wilbur Benner, pastor 
of the Antrim Church. 
Church News 
from page six 
Central 
The film, "If I Should Die," was viewed by the 
Beulah Chapel congregation on Sunday even-
ing, Sept. 9. A fellowship meal was held on 
Wednesday evening, Sept. 5, preceding the 
meeting of the Fall Council. • The month of 
October has been designated as Outreach and 
Personal Growth Campaign by the Christian 
Union congregation. The congregation used 
Wednesday evening, Sept. 19 to discuss funeral 
customs. Special guest for the evening was 
Richard Miles, from the McKee Funeral Home 
in Garrett . • Bishop David Climenhaga par-
ticipated in the vesper service of the Fairview 
Church, following their Sunday school picnic 
held on Sunday, Sept. 23, in Clayton Park. 
Members of the congregation participated in a 
LaHaye Family Life Seminar. 
Sunday, Aug. 26, was designated as "Casual 
Sunday" by the Highland congregation. Fol-
lowing the Sunday school hour, the congrega-
tion met in the campground for the worship 
service. A picnic lunch was held after the wor-
ship service. The film, "Deceived" was shown 
on Sunday evening, Sept. 9. • The Lakeview 
congregation held a baptismal service on Sun-
day afternoon, Sept. 9. A singspiration service 
was held in the evening. • The Commiss ion 
on Worship of the Nappanee congregation 
planned and held a special Sunday evening 
meeting on peace, Sept. 30. • Two films, "In 
the Presence of Mine Enemies" and "Reach Out 
and Grow." were shown to the Phoneton con-
gregation on Sunday evening, Aug. 26. A carry-
in appreciation meal was hosted by the pastoral 
couple, the David Buckwalters, on Sat., Aug. 
25, for all Sunday school teachers and staff. 
The S ippo Church began a study of the 
book of Revelation on Sunday evenings, begin-
ning on Sept. 16, by the pastor, Ted Bur-
well. • The Western Hills congregation hosted 
a hymn sing on Sunday afternoon, Sept. 30, in 
which the following Brethren in Christ churches 
participated: Beulah Chapel, Dayton Mission, 
Fairview, Highland, Phoneton, Pleasant Hill, 
Valley Chapel, and Western Hills. There was 
congregational singing as well as special groups, 
followed by refreshments. 
Midwest 
The Bethany congregation held a Commun-
ity Sing and Ice Cream Social in the city park on 
Sunday evening, August 12. They report that 
attendance for their Vacation Bible School 
reached 83 this year. • The Oak Park Church 
had a Good News booth at the State Fair on 
August 16-26. They also took part in a Com-
munity Religious Census on Sept. 30. 
The Rosebank Church observed Anniver-
sary Sunday on August 12. • A Pig Roast was 
held by the Zion congregation on Wednesday 
evening, Sept. 12. This time was used also to get 
the various youth clubs started for the year. 
Pacific 
The Christian Gospel Country Singers 
sang to a well-filled church at Chino on Sunday 
evening, June 24. The congregation reports a 
number of persons receiving Christ as their Sav-
ior recently. • Ed and Pat Ashby have ac-
cepted a call to serve as the pastoral couple at 
the Immanuel Church beginning in August 
• Tuesday, August 28, was the 10th anniver-
sary for the Paul Hills as the pastoral couple at 
Life Line Chapel. Rich Hart gave the congre-
gation a "trip" to the Holy Lands by way of his 
slides. 
The Ontario congregation reports an increase 
in the Sunday school attendance as a result of 
the Vacation Bible School held this summer. 
The church has already chosen dates for next 
year's Bible school. • Double Sunday morning 
worship services were begun by the Moreno 
Valley congregation the beginning of Septem-
ber. The church reports many signs of growth. 
• A Farewell Fellowship was held by the Red-
wood Country Church on Sunday evening, 
Sept. 9, for Melvin and Virginia Hollings-
worth who have been serving as the assistant 
pastoral couple. 
"Pray Today" was the Sunnymead congre 
gation's theme for the month of July. They 
report new couples becoming involved in the 
church. • During the month of August, the 
adult classes of the Upland Church were 
combined for special topics. One of the guest 
speakers, Mel White, spoke on cults on Sun-
day, Aug. 26. 
Weddings 
Brand-Richards: Lorna May Richards and 
Vernon S. Brand, both of Scarborough, Ont., 
Aug. 25, in the Bridlewood Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Leonard J. Chester officiating. 
Byers-Wolgemuth: Mrs. Ruth H. Wolge 
muth, Mechanicsburg, Pa., and Charlie B. Byers 
(Bishop Emeritus), Chambersburg, Pa., Sept. 
15, in the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church 
Library with Rev. Henry N. Hostetter and 
Bishop David E. Climenhaga officiating. 
Heinaman-Brownsberger: Beverly Ann, 
daughter of Abram A. Brownsberger, Marietta, 
Pa., and Charles Mervin, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles E. Heinaman, Maytown, Pa., Sept. 8, in 
the Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. B. E. Thuma and Rev. Earl Herr 
officiating. 
Krimmel-Boyer: Terry, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ted Boyer, Souderton, Pa., and Jeff, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Krimmel, Pocomoke, Md., 
April 28, in the Souderton Brethren in Christ 
Church with Bishop John Byers and Rev. J. 
Andrew Stoner officiating. 
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Mutuality in Mission 
Task for the International 
Fellowship of the 
Brethren in Christ 
J. Wilmer Heisey 
When we come together as God's 
people, he speaks to us. So it was that 
when the Brethren in Christ met last 
year in General Conference to celebrate 
200 years a people, they had a new 
awareness of the mission of the church. 
This P U R P O S E is clearly stated in the 
Renewal statement, recently released: 
" The purpose of the Brethren in 
Christ is to worship Almighty 
God; to proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ to all people; to dis-
ciple believers; to minister to 
human needs; to foster brother-
hood; and to express the New 
Life of the Kingdom of God 
through the Church in the world." 
In the middle of this general confer-
ence biennium, how are we doing? 
What are the evidences that we are, 
indeed, a people of God and that he is 
working through us? 
Many things have happened to us— 
just as Jesus said they would. We have 
seen suffering and hardship. The attacks 
of Satan against the church have been 
sinister, and we have seen the frailty of 
man. But none of these events has 
stopped the forward movement of the 
Gospel witness. We have good reason 
to be "of good cheer," as Jesus sug-
gested. 
The kaleidoscope of events in Zim-
babwe Rhodesia, in Zambia, and in 
Nicaragua only reinforce our aware-
ness that Jesus knew what he was talk-
ing about when he comforted his dis-
ciples with those words in John 16:33. 
It is in these very situations that we are 
witnessing evidences of the Spirit's 
working with overcoming grace. 
Symbolic of the frailty of the human 
equation was the death of Bert Sider at 
the age of 33. Just when it seemed that 
God had raised up a specially gifted 
church planting missionary in a ripe 
harvest field, Bert was taken f rom this 
world. Instead of accompanying our 
new Overseas Secretary on a survey of 
new field opportunities he was called 
to higher service. But the work to 
which Bert gave himself goes on, and 
continues to grow. Chuck Musser's 
report on the status of the church bears 
testimony to the overcoming grace and 
power Christ promised to his disciples: 
"It is a growing church with a fever for 
evangelism; it is poor in material bless-
ings, but rich in spiritual blessings; it is 
a suffering church that will continue to 
be tested in the future." 
Nicaragua is a concrete example 
that our new statement of purpose is 
practical. While revolution engulfed a 
nation, a people of God, the Brethren 
in Christ, did the only thing they 
could—they prayed. Those Brethren 
in Christ in the cities and towns of 
Nicaragua discipled each other, and 
ministered to each others' needs as 
they could. When they heard what was 
happening, other Brethren in Christ 
around the world did what they could— 
they sent aid and they prayed. Broth-
erhood was a reality, an expression of 
the New Life of the Kingdom of God in 
a hostile world. Every person who 
prayed, every person who believed, 
every person who gave is a part of the 
Nicaragua story. The joy belongs to 
his people—the world-wide fellowship 
of the Brethren in Christ. 
There are variations in the story of 
Missions elsewhere, but the theme is 
the same. What is happening in New 
York City and Lusaka and Bulawayo 
supports Christ's claims—that amid 
all the resistance of Satan, the work of 
the Kingdom is advancing. In every 
case it is by the power of the Spirit of 
God that people are drawn to Christ, 
that believers are discipled, that human 
needs are ministered to. But the work 
is done, and the words are spoken by 
PEOPLE—people with human frailties. 
Just as the Apostle Paul went through 
periods of uncertainty and testing, 
when launching a witness in new areas, 
so do we. Awareness of special needs 
in Botswana and London have led to a 
testing of the Spirit's call not unlike 
Paul's strivings recorded in Acts 16:6-
10 and Romans 1:8-13. Just as the 
Lord used the prayers of thousands to 
accomplish his purposes in Nicaragua 
through a crucible of suffering, so he is 
now moving through a band of con-
cerned people for the lost of London 
and Botswana. 
An enlarged vision of the harvest in 
Asia confronts the Brethren in Christ. 
But seeing multitudes and communi-
cating Good News are two distinctly 
different things. Only Jesus can do 
those two things well. If we have 
learned anything in this century it is 
that it takes much time and patient 
hard work to truly "see" and truly 
"communicate." Too often we have 
supposed that open doors and closed 
doors were determined by government 
edict, when, in fact, Satan has more 
sinister barriers. We Brethren in Christ 
have invested many years of labor and 
witness in Japan and India. We are 
discovering that the greatest resources 
for communicating the Good News is 
with the believers who are at home in 
their own cultures. 
To share in an equipping ministry 
with Japanese and Indian Christians, 
the John Siders and Don Shafers went 
to Asia this fall. As in the African and 
Nicaraguan situations, discipling be-
lievers is a major task of the church. 
This is not accomplished by one mas-
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This is the time of the year when finance committees prepare congregational 
budgets, church boards recommend them, and congregational councils approve them. 
Each of these steps in the preparation of congregational budgets needs to be an act of 
faith and an expression of brotherhood. 
Let me suggest four factors in budget building: 
Inflation: Inflation has almost become a way of life. Until there is a way found to 
control it, inflation must be taken into account in our budget building. Basically this 
means that unless our new budgets reflect an increase equal to inflation we are actually 
giving less than the previous year. 
There are elements of a budget which will automatically reflect inflation—utilities, 
maintenance, insurance. We need to be concerned about those elements in the budget 
which are more nearly under our discretion—salaries and denominational ministries. 
These need to be reviewed in light of inflationary trends. 
Vision: The preparation of a congregational budget may be a very routine task and 
its approval routine as well. Or it may be an exciting moment in the life of a 
congregation not unlike a spiritual experience. 
Budgets must be more than last year's budget or last year's giving plus an inflation 
factor. The ministry opportunities of the local congregation, the budgets approved at 
the General Conference, and the awareness of world-wide needs and opportunities 
must become a part of budget building, 
If the budget is a "comfortable" one it is unworthy of those who make much of faith 
and mission and evangelism. A budget should be "beyond our ability" in order that 
faith and sacrifice are integral ingredients of it. 
Priorities: One of the more demanding tasks of budget building is the manner in 
which funds are allocated. What share of our budget is devoted to the local program? 
How much goes to General Conference ministries and how is it allocated among the 
several agencies? 
A congregation is free to determine the amount of its budget which goes to General 
Conference ministries. This freedom must be exercised within the context of brother-
hood. General Conference meets and reviews programs and approves budgets— 
sometimes with a degree of enthusiasm and unanimity. This approval carries with it 
the responsibility to support the decision when congregational budgets are built, 
approved and met. 
The 1979 budget, as approved by the General Conference, calls for $1,217,000 for 
the operational budgets of General Conference ministries. Using giving growth patt-
erns of most recent years to determine our total giving for 1979, we will need to allocate 
Budgets, Faith, and Brotherhood continued 
between fifteen and sixteen percent to the operational budget of the General Confer-
ence ministries (In 1977 the percentage given to these ministries was slightly less than 
fourteen percent.) 
It would be a proper exercise for each congregation to determine the amount of its 
budget which is going to General Conference ministries and if it is less than fifteen 
percent to look again at this part of the budget and, as well, the total amount of the 
budget. 
Another way would be to determine the per member giving required to support the 
action of General Conference. If 1978 church membership growth compares to recent 
years we could expect our membership at the end of this year to be around 14,700. This 
would call for a permembership giving for General Conference ministries of approxi-
mately $85.00. Using this method, a congregation of 50 members should have approx-
imately $4,250 in that portion of the budget identified for General Conference opera-
tional ministries—Missions, Benevolence, Board of Christian Education, Messiah 
College, Niagara Christian College, Ministerial Training and Men's Fellowship. 
These calculations would need further refinement to see that each agency receives its 
fair and needed share. Church agencies are not unlike the members of the body—some 
are smaller and less noticed. But these smaller and less noticed are vital to the health of 
the body. When their budgets are not met the whole body suffers. 
I know that percentages and per member "quotas" are not 100% equitable. Some 
find it difficult to carry their share based on these methods. Others need to carry much 
more (Dr. Andrew Blackwood, one of my seminary professors, held up 50 percent as 
the goal for noncongregational giving.) 
The fact remains that each congregation—whether its membership is ten or in the 
hundreds—must do real heart searching to determine if it needs to exercise more faith 
and brotherhood when it comes to the denominational part of the budget. 
Sacrifice: Budgets for General Conference ministries are not raised by passing 
resolutions at General Conference. Nor are these budgets met by placing figures on a 
columnar pad or applying percentages. These budgets are met as congregational 
budgets are prepared in faith and supported by sacrifice. 
Writing editorials, as the approval of budgets, is relatively easy. The more difficult 
part is for me to increase my giving by one or two or more percent of my income in 
1979. If this would become our giving pattern for 1979, local and denominational 
programs would be funded. If we expect the other person to do it, the promises made 
at General Conference will not be kept. 
Let us build our budgets so that the question raised again and again during the 
historical pageant "Who are these Brethren in Christ?" may find an answer. "They are 
faithful stewards of both the grace and blessing of God." 
Z 
This article first appeared as an editorial by John Zercher in the November 25, 1978 Evangelical Visitor. 
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MISSIONS—OVERSEAS 
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia 
Bishop's Office; P.O. Box 711, Bulawayo, 
Rhodesia, Africa 
P.M. Kumalo, Bishop 
Nancy Kreider, Dorchester House, 102 
Jameson St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Matopo Book Centre: P.O. Box 554, Bula-
wayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Elwyn and Meredyth Hock 






Bishop's Residence and Office: P.O. Box 115, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
William Silungwe, Bishop 
Mary Olive Lady 
Field Secretary: P. O. Box 2733, Lusaka, Zam-
bia, Africa 
Ira and Miriam Stern 
Choma Bookroom: P.O. Box 198, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Choma Secondary School: P. O. Box 92, Cho-
ma, Zambia, Africa 
Rachel Melhorn 
David Livingstone Teacher Training Col-
lege: Private Bag 1, Livingstone, Zambia, 
Africa 
Lois Jean Sider 
Financial Secretary: P.O. Box 83, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Abram Bert 
Macha Mission: Private Bag llxc, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
Macha Mission Hospital: P. 0. Box 340, Cho-
ma, Zambia, Africa 
Samuel and Erma Jean Bert 
Mary Biser 
Mary Bricker 




Kathl leen Rixon 
Macha Secondary School: P.O. Box 316 Cho-
ma, Zambia, Africa 
Robert and Gail Brubaker 
Edith Miller 
Nahumba Mission: P.O. Box 173, Choma, 
Zambia, Africa 
P. O. Box 2733, Lusaka, Zambia, Africa, 
Sikalongo Bible Institute: P.O. Box 131, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Fannie Longenecker 
David and Janet Kipe 
Sikalongo Mission Hospital: P.O. Box 131, 
Choma, Zambia, Africa 
Mary Heisey 
India 





Allen and Leoda Buckwalter 16 Boulevard 
Road, Delhi 110054, India (FEBA) 
Will iam and Mary Hoke , M-96 Greater 
Kailash—1, New Delhi 110048, India (TWR) 
Joseph and Marietta Smith, 12/A Under-
bill Lane, Delhi, 110054, India 
Japan 
John and Lucille Graybill, Supt., 309-15, 4 
Chome, Hana-Koganei, Kodaira, Tokyo, 
Japan 187 
Miriam Bowers, 309-15, 4 Chome, Hana-
Koganei, Kodaira, Tokyo, Japan 187 
Marlin and Ruth Zook^ 2050-19 Nakao, 
Urawa Shi, Saitama Ken, Japan 335 " 
Nicaragua 
Charles and Cara Musser, Apartado A257, 
Managua, Nicaragua, C.A. 
(Temporarily in USA) 
MISSIONARIES ON FURLOUGH 
Marshall and Eleanor Poe, R.D.I, Chambers-
burg, PA 17201 




Kenneth and Jill Crider, 3106 Mountainview 
Dr., Farmington, NM 87401 
Oren and Naomi Hofstetter, R.D.3, Box 184, 
Farmington. NM 87401. 
Roy and Esther Mann, 32 Dorchester House, 
• Jameson St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Dorothy Martin, 14 Dorchester House, Jame-
son St., Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Africa 
Richard and Deborah Sisco, 163 Academy St., 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 
Carroll and Esther Stottlemyer, 1202 Douglas 
Ave., Des Moines, 1A 50313 
Richard and Kathleen Stuebing, Private Bag 
R W 13X, Lusaka, Zambia, Africa 
MISSIONS-NORTH AMERICA 
Canada 
Montreal Lake Children's Home: Timber Bay, 
Saskatchewan SOJ 2 TO 
Raymond and Sandra Sider 
Dale and Judy Albrecht 
Jonathan and Marie Alleman 
Carla Dahlstrom 








Bronx (Fellowship Chapel): 246 E. Tremont 
Ave., Bronx, N. Y. 10457 







Spring Lake Retreat: R.R.I, Box 361, Wurts-
boro, N. Y. 12790 
Roy and Alva Newcomer 
Joseph Hyatt 
New Mexico (Navajo Mission): Star Route, 4, 
Box 6000, Bloomfield, N.M. 87413 





Warren and Connie Hoffman 
Jeffrey and Elizabeth Hollenbach 
Anna Marie Hoover 
Edith Merkey 
June Musser 
Eldon and Nancy Rosentrater 
Donald and Marion Sider 
Benjamin and Eunice Stoner 
Stephen and Debby Tyson 




John Peter Yazzie 
Pharr, Texas (Palm Valley) [Brethren in Christ 
Ministries]: Box 150, Pharr, Texas 78577 
LeRoy Eberly, Team Leader 
Donald and Margaret Frymire 
Kenneth and Geniece Frymire 
Joyce Poe 
San Francisco (Life Line Chapel): 422 Guer-
rero St., San Francisco, Calif. 94110 
Paul and Evelyn Hill, Supt. 
Susan Helfrick 
Bradford L. Hench 
Diana Keefer 
Charles Lauver 






San Francisco (Life Line Mission): 917 Fol-
som St., San Francisco, Calif. 94107 
Russell Enlow 
David and Margaret Croxford 
MISSION CHURCHES 
Canada 
Paddockwood (North Star Mission): 




Rev. Richard Lehman, P.O. Box55, Bland-
burg, PA 16619 
Brooklyn: 225 Sterling St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
11225 
Rev. Grafton Forbes 
Callaway (Adney Gap): Callaway, VA 24067 
Rev. Gene Craighead, R.l, Box 48 
Columbia (Beulah Chapel): Columbia, KY 
42728 
Rev. Harold Paulus, Box 393A, Sano Rt„ 
Columbia. KY42728 
Columbia (Bloomington): Columbia, KY 
42728 
Mr. Terry Brensinger 
Columbia (Millerfields): Columbia, KY 
42728 
Rev. Edgar Giles, R.3, Columbia, KY42728 
Dayton: 831 Herman Ave., Dayton, Ohio 
45404 
Rev. John Pawelski, 835 Herman Ave. 
DeRossett: R.l, Sparta, TN38583 
Rev. Glenn A. Hensel, R.9, Box 218 
Hillman: (Maple Grove): Hillman, Michigan 
49746 
Rev. Levi Troyer, Box 354, Mio, MI 48647 
Hunlock Creek: Hunlock Creek, PA 18621 
Rev. Ross Morningstar, R.3, Berwick, PA 
18603 
Knifley: (Kniflev Chapel)-. Knifley, KY 42753 
Rev. Gaylerd Miller, R.D.I 
Llewellyn: Llewellyn, PA 17944 
Rev. William Fetrow, Box 117 
Lynchburg: R.D.5, Box 181, Lynchburg, VA 
24501 
Rev. Lyle C. Roach 
Salem (Labish Community Church): 4276 Scott 
Ave., N.E., Salem, Ore. 97303 




Rev. Dale Allison, 168 Cantrell Dr., S. W„ 
Calgary, Alberta T2W 2M6 
Kirkland Lake: 
Mr. Dan Steadman, 11 Hillcrest Dr., Kirk-
land Lake, Ontario P2N 3M6 
Kitchener (West Heights)-. 
Philip D. Keefer, 30 Somerfield Place, Kit-
chener, Ontario N2N I S3 
Meadowvale: 
Rev. Gerald Tyrrell, 6053 Featherhead Cr., 
Mississauga, Ontario L5N 2B5 
Prince Albert (Community Brethren in Christ 
Church)-. 
Rev. Herb Anderson, 101-3350B 4th Ave. 
W. Prince Albert. Sask. S6V 6J8 
United States 
Baltimore (Marlyn Avenue): 611 S. Marlyn 
Ave., Baltimore, MD 
Rev. Marvin Keller, 925 Homberg Ave., 
21221 
Campbellsville: Campbellsville, KY42718 
Rev. Earl Hess, Rt. 5, Box 23 
Cincinnati (Western Hills Church): 2815 Rob-
ert Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45211 
Rev. Paul Z. Hess 
Clearwater: 
Rev. Levi Brubaker, 1918 Hastings Dr., 
Clearwater, FL 33515 
Des Moines (Oak Park): 
Rev. Verle Brubaker, 3840 W. Nth St., Des 
Moines, Iowa 50313 
Dublin (Highland Park): Dublin, VA 
Rev. Orvin White, 32 Dalton Dr., Dublin, 
VA 24084 
Hanover (Conewago): 301 Maple Avenue, 
Hanover, PA 17331 
Rev. Kenneth Reid, 212 Krug Ave. 
Massillon (Amherst): 8650 Beam St., N. W., 
Massillon, OH 
Rev. Atlee Hershberger, 852 Amherst, N.E., 
44646 
McMinnvil le (Rolling Acres Community 
Church): McMinnville, TN 37110 
Rev. Rodger L. McCann, 401 Pace St. 
Moreno: Moreno, CA 92360 
Rev. Ric Feeney, 13831 Redlands Blvd. 
Orlando: 745 Holden Ave., Orlando. FL 32809 
Rev. Larry Steffee, 741 Holden Ave. 
Phoneton: Phoneton, OH 45355 
Rev. David Buck waiter, 4285 U.S. Rt. 40, 
Tipp City, OH 45317 
Portland (New Life): 12650 S.W. Brockman 
Rd., Beaver ton, OR 97005 
Rev. John Fries, 9764 S. W. Appaloosa PI. 
Smithville (Pomeroy Chapel): Smithville, TN 
37166 
Rev. Irving Parker, R.D.3, Box 262 
South Hagerstown (Van Lear): 4 Van Lear Dr., 
Williamsport, MD 21795 
Rev. Clarence Brubaker, 2713 Buford Dr. 
Sunnymead (Open Bible Community Church): 
Heacock & Meyers. Sunnymead, CA 92388 
Rev. Kevin Longenecker, 12880 Heacock 
Waukena: 
Rev. Jack Finley, P.O. Box 82, Waukena, 
CA 93282 
Wichita: 
Rev. Charles Norman, 336 Turquoise Lane, 
Wichita, KS 67209 
URBAN MINISTRIES 
Personnel serving in urban North America, hav-
ing an administrative relationship with the 
Office of Urban Ministries. 
John and Velorous Shearer, 56 Edison St., 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 
CHRISTIAN SERVICE MINISTRIES 
Special Ministry to Local Churches: 
Kenneth B. Hoover, Messiah College, Gran-
tham, PA 17027, Phone: (717)766-3725 
Brethren in Christ Missions Office: P.O. Box 
149, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
Rebecca Gordon 
Serving Under Assignment of MCC: 
Marilyn Hallman, Box 132, Station F, Win-
nipeg, Manitoba, R2L 1A5 
Evan and Linda Heise, 298 Topsail Rd., St. 
Johns, Newfoundland A1E 2B5 
Mark and Darlene Keller, Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee, P.O. Box 329, Mbabane, 
Swaziland 
Jay and Lucille Kopp, Mennonite Central 
Committee, P.O. Box329, Mbabane, Swazi-
land 
Curtis and Violet Nissly, Box CH-99, Lu-
saka, Zambia 
Lawrence and Shirlee Yoder, Apt. 6311A 
Ocean View, Ventnor, NJ 08406 
W. Edward and Martha Rickman, 1609 Chapel 
Pike, Marion, IN 46952 (World Gospel 
Mission) 
Rhoda Winger, A.C.P.O., Box51, QuezonCity, 
Philippines 3001 (Campus Crusade for 
Christ) 
Carl and Marilyn Wolgemuth, 7500 W. Camp 
Wisdom, Dallas, TX 75236 (Wycliffe Bible 
Translators) 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE PERSONNEL 
SERVING IN BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
INSTITUTIONS 
Brethren in Christ Offices: P.O. Box 1136, 
Upland, CA 91786 
Karen Myers 
Mile High Pines Camp: Angelus Oaks, CA 
92305 
Ray and Mary Bailey 
Kimberly Bert 
Upland Manor: 1125 W. Arrow Hwy., Upland, 
CA 91786 
Leroy and Inez Helmuth 
Deborah Holsinger 
BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
PERSONNEL SERVING UNDER 
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
Jean Barker, Fuller Theological Seminary, 135 
N. Oakland Ave., Pasadena, CA 91101 (Men-
nonite Board of Missions) 
David and Florence Carlson, P.O. Box 141 
Monte Carlo, Monaco (Trans World Radio) 
Charles and Barbara Dederick, 831 E. Third St., 
Williamsport, PA 17701 (American Rescue 
Workers Mission) 
Premnath S. Dick, 2050 Second Ave., New 
York, N. Y. 10029 (East Harlem Interfaith) 
Ethel Doner, Port-de-Paix, Haiti, West Indies 
(Unevangelized Fields Missions) 
Anna R. Engle, 10 Devenish Court, Devenish 
St., Sunnyside, Pretoria, 0002 South Africa 
(Sponsored by the Evangelical Alliance 
Mission) 
Leslie Engle, Out-Spokin, Box 370, Elkhart, IN 
46515 (Mennonite Board of Missions) 
Bob and Carol Geiger, CAS A AGAPE, San 
Martin, Metz, Colombia, South America 
(Redland Valley Church) 
Joe and Elaine Haines, Edinburgh Mission 
Medical Hospital, P.O. Box 11, Nazareth, 
Israel, (Mennonite Board of Missions) 
Howard and Margaret Hall, 13-A London 
Road, Bromley, Kent, England (Operation 
Mobilization) 
James and Rhonda Helmes, Academia Los 
Pinares, Apartado 143-C, Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras, D. C„ C.A. 
Beverly Johnson, 408 E. 11th St., Ocean City. 
NJ 08226 (Bible Club Movement Inc.) 
Emerson and Ruth Lesher, Fuller Theological 
Seminary, 135 N. Oakland Ave., Box 478, 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
Gulabi McCarty, 1 Wheeler Rd., Bangalore 
560005, India (Youth for Christ) 
Lois Raser, Apdo. 190, Jerez, Zacatecas, Mex-
ico (World Vision) 
Donald and Mildred Ressler, (Central Alaskan 
Missions, Inc.) Glennallen, Alaska 99588 
ter stroke, but by the patient labors 
and prayers of the whole body— 
thousands of believers rejoicing and 
suffering together. By our faith and 
faithfulness the Holy Spirit is creating 
the New Life of the Kingdom within 
our rich ethnic and cultural diversity. 
Increasingly, our front line evangelists 
in Asia will be those who are Asian by 
birth. We, their brothers and sisters, 
will share in supporting them and 
equipping them for ministry. They, in 
turn, are contributing to us new dimen-
sions of spiritual insights. 
This generation of missionary vision 
is the offspring of what went before. 
We must not imagine that the new calls 
invalidate the past—they only confirm 
and fulfill. Without the going forth 
and bearing of the precious seed in 
earlier days, we would not be on the 
present beachheads. Unless we con-
tinue to go forward with the same 
indomitable courage of those who went 
before us we will come under the 
judgment of God for unfaithfulness. 
The fact that adaptations in method 
are necessary for an effective witness 
today is as old a phenomenon as the 
book of the Acts of the Apostles. 
As we enter the new dimensions of 
mutuality called for in today's unsta-
ble world, we are outflanking the enemy. 
No political or economic barriers can 
isolate the people of God. There may 
be suffering and privation, but the 
gates of hell will not prevail against the 
true church. 
What sort of resources are required 
to fulfill the mission to which we are 
called today? Last year the General 
Conference recognized that we must 
reorder our priorities to make possible 
a faithful missions witness. Qualified 
persons for special needs must be re-
cruited, sent and supported. A hard 
working corps of workers around the 
world must have moral and prayer 
support. 
The Board for Missions has been 
acting upon the resolves of General 
Conference. It is launching new initia-
tives in existing fields of labor in 
response to the counsel and urging of 
the overseas churches. It is exploring 
with those churches new fields/minis-
tries we can enter together. Mutuality 
requires the support of each according 
to his means. 
The destiny of a true church depends 
upon its faithfulness. The words were 
spoken last year. The action that must 
spring f rom pure hearts this year will 
"dedicate our lives and means to Great 
Commission service, withholding not 
person or funds that the Spirit will 
call." 
The author, J. Wilmer Heisey, serves as Execu-
tive Secretary of Brethren in Christ Missions. 
This article was written following the August 28 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Board for Missions. 
Bill and Mary Hoke, now working with Trans World 
Radio in Delhi, India, report on the activities of some of 
their former students at Allabahad Bible Seminary who are 
serving the North Bihar church. 
Our People are the major resource 
for evangelizing North Bihar . . . 
Samuel Hembrom went to Allaba-
had in 1975 to take the two-year Hindi 
course. However, when the entrance 
exams were given, he did well enough 
to be placed in the class taking the 
S e r a m p o r e Unive r s i ty p resc r ibed 
course, instead. While at Allabahad, 
Samuel not only did well in class work, 
he also played various musical instru-
ments—bamboo flute, violin, harmo-
nium and guitar. He sang solos and 
participated in Hindi and English choirs 
and often gave messages in Hindi with 
gospel teams. 
After graduation f rom ABS in April 
1979, Samuel recorded many songs for 
the Gospel Tide Hour, including one 
he wrote himself. He also recorded 15-
minute devotional programs in San-
tali, his native dialect. Recently he 
shared as one of two speakers at the 
Banmankhi region youth retreat. 
Moses Mirandi, a friend of Samuel's 
who entered ABS with him in 1975, 
returned to North Bihar after two 
years of study at Allabahad. He has 
been working with the church in North 
Bihar for the past two years, giving 
himself wholeheartedly. Moses gath-
ers crowds by playing the violin, much 
like evangelist Benjamin Mirandi before 
him. Whenever individuals are inter-
ested in learning about Christ, no dis-
tance is too great to travel or any time 
too long to reach them. 
Recently Samuel and Moses and a 
student f rom Chandwa Bible School 
took a cycle tour. They had planned to 
visit every Christian village and church 
in the Purnea region. Their purpose 
was to encourage believers and to 
teach them about giving, with the aim 
of being self-supporting churches. In a 
letter to the Hokes, Samuel said, "We 
couldn't visit all the places but we are 
planning another tour. . . .Moses is 
always looking for a place where we 
can go and do evangelistic work." 
Another former student, Barnabas 
Minz, is pastoring a church in North 
Bihar. He and his brother, Deneshwar, 
visit surrounding villages in the Pur-
nea region at night to share the gospel. 
Mary Hoke describes one incident, 
"Just as it was getting dark, they (the 
Minz brothers) were leaving on their 
bicycles for a village seven miles away 
where they had been called to tell 
about Christ. Barnabas and Denesh-
war taught the villagers and some 
accepted Christ. The brothers returned 
home the next morning. By 8:00 a.m. 
Barnabas was at the Purnea bungalow 
to help the Wycliffe translators trans-
late the Gospel of Mark into a simpler 
"Kuruk" (language of the Uraons) 
which the villagers could understand. 
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Two former Allabahad students, Moses 
Mirandi (on left) and Samuel Hembrom. 
North Bihar 
from page 9 
Bijoy Roul, another graduate of 
ABS, and his wife are working with 
Joe and Mariet ta Smith at the Interna-
tional Christian Student Centre near 
Delhi (see July 10 VISITOR). He also 
gives a 15-minute message in Oriya 
each week for broadcast over T W R . 
The Hokes ' ministry to young men 
in training reaches out to other areas 
of India. They recently enjoyed a visit 
to the home of Joseph, a former stu-
dent, in the hills of Kerala in southern 
India. Joseph's mother told of how she 
dedicated Joseph for the Lord's service 
when he was a boy. It was a great joy 
for Bill to have the privilege to preach 
the gospel, with Joseph interpret ing 
his message into Malayam. 
Mary Hoke writes, "To those of you 
who gave scholarships for seminary 
students and to the Brethren in Christ 
Board for Missions, who has supported 
us for nearly twenty-eight years in 
India, we express our sincere gratitude. 
"We thank you for your continued 
support and prayers as we help in the 
Trans World Radio ministry in India. 
Through radio we are reaching many 
people who would never have heard 
the gospel and are encouraging many 
scattered Christ ians." 
QUOTE FROM ROY V . SIDER: 
"The Spirit of the Lord is moving 
among the communities of the Brethren 
in Christ in India. Our people are the 
major resource for evangelizing North 
Bihar where the population exceeds 15 
million. (Approximately the combined 
populations of New York City and Los 
Angeles, of the provinces of Ontario 
and Quebec.) The BIC within these 
areas carry primary responsibility for 
the evangelization of this host of peo-
ple. There are few other churches." 
"The Lord has provided a significant 
number of young men and women 
trained and available for a new evangel-
ism thrust in India." Barnabas Minz, a former student at A B S , with his wife and family. Barnabas now 
pastors a church in North Bihar and is active in evangelistic outreach. 
Bill and Mary H o k e , veterans of over 28 
years of missionary service in India. The 
Hokes , who formerly taught at Allabahad 
Bible Seminary, now live in Delhi where 
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PURNEA, N. BIHAR SEPTEMBER 18, 1979 
MESSAGE: 
BENJAMIN MIRANDI, LONG TIME I N D I A N 
Q EVANGELIST DIED SEPTEMBER 17, AND WAS 
O 
BURIED THE SAME DAY. SHAFER AND SIDER 
A T T E N D E D THE FUNERAL. 










That New Christian 
Needs Help Richard W. Bailey 
It seems to me that in our church(es) we should have some method 
of choosing or assigning mutually appropriate "big brothers" or 
"big sisters" for our new converts. These persons would need to be 
trained for their job. Their job would be to spend time with the new 
convert and assist in his nurture. So much of this at present is left to 
chance. The selection of partners would need to be done with care 
and sensitivity . . . jesse i fjeise 
Pitsburg, Ohio 
Within two years of their professed 
conversion over 50 percent of new 
converts cannot be found in church on 
a given Sunday. 
Is the church guilty of fail ing to 
spend time in fol lowing up the indi-
viduals it wins to Christ? We must do 
more than just advise new believers to 
pray every day, read their Bible and be 
sure to tell someone else what the Lord 
has done for them. 
New Testament fol low-up is a t tend-
ing to new converts until they are 
"ma tu re in Chris t ." Matur i ty takes 
time, training, experience and patience. 
Paul spent a great percentage of his 
t ime in fol low-up. He said to Barna-
bas, "Let us go again and visit our 
bre thren in every city where we have 
preached the word of the Lord, and see 
how they do" (Acts 15:36). After Paul 
preached the gospel in Derbe he returned 
to Lystra and Iconium and Antioch 
"conf i rming the souls of the disciples, 
and exhor t ing them to cont inue in the 
fa i th" (Acts 14:22). Every epistle of 
Paul is really a fol low-up letter. 
Basic principles of fol low-up are 
evident in the New Testament . At least 
f ou r of these are (1) guardianship , (2) 
fel lowship, (3) discipleship and (4) 
apprenticeship. 
Guardianship 
Whatever strategy is adopted for 
fo l low-up ministry, to be effective it 
must include personal guardianship. If 
Jesus found it necessary to spend time 
almost constant ly with His disciples 
b e f o r e He c o m m i s s i o n e d t h e m to 
preach, we may be sure there is no 
shortcut to Christ ian growth. As a 
newborn infant needs someone to supply 
personal love, provision of immediate 
needs and protect ion f rom harm, so 
does the newborn convert. 
Man 's need for love is universal. It is 
a fact that babies who do not receive 
personal love in the first year of life 
may actually die or develop abnormal 
personali ty traits. Similarly there is no 
substitute for personal contact with 
the new convert. You should make at 
least three visits to the new Christian 
dur ing the first week. Develop a sense 
of loyalty and trust with the convert 
th rough informal meetings for listen-
ing, reading of Scripture and prayer. 
The immediate need that led the 
person to seek Christ must not be over-
looked, for it is not necessarily settled 
by his initial prayer for forgiveness. 
Begin where he is; offer specific prayer 
and specific assistance. 
Every new Christian faces doubts , 
questions, temptat ions. Lead him to 
repeat the plan of salvation f rom Scrip-
ture as an act of conf i rmat ion of his 
conversion. The Word of God is the 
remedy for both doubts and tempta-
tions, and you can use each occasion of 
conversation and practical help to share 
fai th and prayer for the spiritual needs 
of the new convert. Introduce him to 
the reading of his own Bible and lead 
him into an understanding of the teach-
ings of the New Testament. 
Fellowship 
God has created all men with a deep 
need for fellowship and has made a 
wonderful provision for this need in 
the "fellowship of the saints." (It is 
most significant that that word saints 
is never used in the New Testament in 
the singular.) Such a sharing fellow-
ship should be experienced by the con-
vert in three areas—in the congrega-
tion, in a small group and one-on-one. 
Christ wants every convert to feel 
that he is part of His "called-out ones." 
The glory of the church and its func-
tions for worship and praise, prayer, 
preaching instruction, participation in 
the sacraments and social life can so 
captivate the convert that he will not 
"forsake the assembly of the saints." 
But a person may never feel a real 
sharing of fellowship in the larger con-
gregation until he is introduced to it in 
a small group. There is a New Testa-
ment pattern of home prayer meetings 
and Bible studies, and the revival of 
small group meetings in recent years 
demonstrates their value in personaliz-
ing the ministry of the church. If pos-
sible, start a Bible study group in the 
home of the new Christian. Choose a 
home Bible study plan that is elemen-
tary but not trite, and one that com-
municates clearly. 
The effective small group fellowship 
will be accepting and inclusive. It will 
be unshockable and democratic—where 
people can tell one another their inner 
problems and in honest, personal shar-
ing know something of "bearing one 
another 's burdens." Perhaps the hard-
est thing to do is to commit ourselves 
to another in a t rue sharing expe-
rience, but this kind of association 
with the convert is vital if we are to be 
realistic and enable him to identify 
with us. 
Discipleship 
Discipleship means being conformed 
to the image of Christ—believing and 
practicing His teachings. A new con-
vert must be taught before he can 
believe and practice, and systematic 
teaching should be scheduled within 
the first two years af ter conversion. 
This training must include doctrinal 
beliefs, practical guidelines for the new 
life, ethical principles to live by and a 
Christian's responsibility to witness to 
others. 
In addi t ion to teaching him the doc-
trine of the Holy Spirit, it is imperative 
to lead the new convert to a personal 
to page fourteen 
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Cleona, Pennsylvania I 
" Working at camp with people 
appreciated what I was doing was a 
great experience for me. Fellowship-
ping made all of the work pleasant, 
and at the end of the day one could feel 
satisfied. The other people built me up 
and helped increase my faith. I feel 
much more confident and I think in a 
more positive manner. My assignment 
really helped me a lot and I do recom-
mend it to my friends." 
Rick Short Rick Short 
West Milton, Ohio 
*«K. Servf^W 
,tHi 






, camP lr at n r ei f 






ar , i0bs """ 
e . ^vse lJ r%iem 
ft 
* , * - . - & o^SU"rl0dt°- „ i n 
n t r - 0. 
sh<>*' 
- n U S --*d m<?so' 
u,ctin ;T lB '^ to &° s°^ to P?op-
.ore-
HdJ> f l r , alK hfd and s f l , a i eofl 1 r „« I dld a , servl , „ve a &" 
t ^ s u m ^ r r e a I l y h f l V . „er 







The Mission Board reports 
that a number of its assigned 
personnel re turned f r o m over-
seas assignment on Friday, Sep-
tember 28. The Elwyn Hock fami-
ly, Nancy Kreider, and Doro thy 
Mart in arrived in the United 
States f r o m their' assignment in 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe Rhodesia. 
The m a j o r fac to r in their deci-
sion to leave their assignments 
was the personal safety of the 
specific persons leaving. The dan-
gers had arisen in the normal 
pursuit of their missionary assign-
ments. 
Overseas Secretary, Roy V. 
Sider was in Bulawayo at the 
time of their departure. He reports 
tha t other missionaries in Zim-
babwe Rhodesia are not neces-
sarily in a similar risk posit ion at 
this time. 
The Nor th American Broth-
erhood is called to prayer on 
behalf of its brothers and sisters 
suffer ing in the crossfires of war. 
In these s i tuat ions many of them 
face daily dangers in which God 
only can protect and preserve 
them. 
14 
New Christian Needs Help 
from page eleven 
experience of receiving the Holy Spirit 
for purity of life and power for service. 
The Holy Spirit alone makes the Per-
son of Jesus Christ and His victorious 
life a reality—"Christ in you, the hope 
of glory" (Colossians 1:27). 
The new Christian will of course 
need general instruction in the history 
of the church and specifically in the 
work, mission and message of the 
denomina t ion he intends to be a part 
of. The gospel of an all-sufficient Jesus 
is the vital, essential t ruth he needs for 
spiritual growth. 
The teaching of Christian ethics and 
conduct must not be neglected. Bibli-
cal instruction should cover the practi-
cal areas of a person's relation to his 
money, the Lord's day, marriage, bus-
iness, pleasure and every other area of 
life. 
The goal of fol low-up ministry is 
twofold, to enable the new believer to 
become a fai thful disciple of Christ 
and a witness to the world. The con-
vert needs to see his respon sibility 
based on the manda te of Scripture to 
be "witnesses of these things" (Luke 
24:48). The plight of man and the soon 
return of our sovereign Christ give an 
urgency to go into all the world and 
preach the gospel. 
Apprenticeship 
Christ ian maturi ty will ultimately 
find its expression in evangelism and 
ministry within the church. Unless a 
church progresses toward reproducing 
itself, it becomes turned inward, and in 
trying to save its life with its own inter-
nal p rogram soon loses it. We must 
ever be conf i rming the saints in Christ 
as apprentices, encouraging, training 
and supervising them so that they will 
be prepared to go into all the world 
and preach the gospel of Christ. 
Much good material has been deve-
loped for the training of workers in 
both personal and collective evange-
lism. But training will never suffice 
wi thout supervision. It would be suici-
dal to give lessons f r o m a textbook in 
the art of swimming and then take a 
s tudent to the water and expect him to 
swim. Big business spends millions of 
dollars each year for skilled men who 
give their time only to supervision. 
Jesus may have had this principle in 
mind when He sent His disciples out 
by twos. It is not difficult for me to 
believe that one supervised the other. 
Every Christ ian is born to repro-
duce. Jesus did not expect tha t eve-
ryone would be saved, but He did 
expect the gospel to be preached con-
vincingly to every creature. The only 
way the Great Commission can be ful-
filled is for every believer to reproduce 
himself. 
The importance of fol low-up minis-
try cannot be overstressed. Whatever 
your strategy, your schedule and meth-
ods must be flexible. Living people 
cannot be confined to static molds. 
God desires to express creatively 
through you and your personality a 
method designed for you and your 
communi ty . Methods must never be-
come your master; they must always 
be your servants. 
The Biblical principle of fol low-up 
is imperative. The Holy Spirit longs to 
be creative through His church, in the 
words of Colossians 1:28, "present-
i n g ) every man perfect in Christ Jesus." 
The Alliance Witness 
Used by permission. 
Church News 
from page seven 
Poorman-Mininger: Pearl Mininger and 
Charles Poorman, both of Telford, Pa., Sept. 7, 
in the Souderton Brethren in Christ Church. 
Roberts-Hartman: Lori, daughter of Richard 
Hartman, Greenlane, Pa., and Mrs. Joy Rezer, 
Perkasie, Pa., and Richard, son of Silas Roberts, 
Quakertown, Pa., and Mrs. Bernice Greene, 
Bethlehem, Pa., June 16, in the Souderton 
Brethren in Christ Church with Bishop John 
Byers and Rev. J. Andrew Stoner officiating. 
Snyder-Landis: Susan, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Landis, Souderton, Pa., and John, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Snyder, Witmer, Pa., 
June 2 in the Souderton Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Luke Keefer officiating. 
S t r i c k e r - S c h m e i d e l : F r a n c e s M y e r s 
Schmeidel and Walter Albert Strieker, Sept. 1, 
in the Skyline View Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John Schock officiating. 
Webb-Dee: Sandra Catharine, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Dee, Scarborough, Ont., 
and Frederick M., son of the late Fred Webb 
Sr., and Mrs. Francis Webb, West Hill, Ont., 
Sept. 7, in the Bridlewood Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Leonard Chester officiating. 
CORRECTION: In the obituary of Rev. 
Roy I. Feather (Aug. 25) the surviving daugh-
ter's name was inadvertently listed as Mrs. Mar-
tin J. Martin instead of Mrs. Marian J. Martin. 
The address of the S. Gerald Weaver Funeral 
Home was given as Saxton instead of Woodbury. 
Evangelical Visitor 
G. Roger Sehoenhals 
There is an interesting story in Greek mythology about 
the son of a river god who was head over heels in love with 
himself. The young male, Narcissus by name, was so capti-
vated by his own good looks and charm that he all but 
ignored the pretty young maidens who sought his favor. 
One day Narcissus saw his reflection in a pool of water. He 
became so entranced with his image he was forever unable 
to pull himself away. 
Today, psychologists use the term narcissism to describe 
inordinate self-love. They apply it to people who continu-
ally pr imp and preen and pat themselves on the back. 
People who look for their reflection in all of their 
experiences. 
The term has become more popular recently due to a 
new book titled, The Culture of Narcissism. Written by 
historian Christopher Lasch, the book exposes the self-
centeredness in contemporary American life. "To live for 
the moment ," writes Lasch, "is the prevailing passion—to 
live for yourself, not for your predecessors or posterity." 
We live in a day of unprecedented affluence, unlimited 
opportunities, and leapfrogging technical advancement. 
Yet, in spite of the great things going for us, we appear to 
be increasingly paralyzed by the threat of nuclear annihila-
tion, the depletion of natural resources, the breakdown of 
law and order, the growing economic chaos, and the loss of 
confidence in government, religion, and other social insti-
tutions. President Carter says that we Americans have 
even lost confidence in the future. 
The prevailing winds of gloom and doom have acceler-
ated the inward turn. There is a spinning quest for self-
gratification, self-protection, self-advancement, self-aware-
ness, and self-realization. The pursuit of pleasure is our 
priority passion. As Martin Gross says, "The sense of 
sacrifice, of asceticism, and of denial are increasingly 
absent. In their place is a frenzied, avaricious search for 
pleasure." 
Evidence of this self-centeredness rushes toward us from 
every direction. We see it in the galloping disregard for 
personal rights and property. We see it in the hedonism of 
our music and literature. We see it in the movies and 
television programs that glorify power, wealth, fame, and 
that fire our appetites for immediate satisfaction. 
We see rudeness running rampant at public gatherings. 
We see violence and intolerance. We see a gimme-gimme 
attitude, a do-your-own-thing attitude, a get-it-while-you-
can attitude. 
This narcissistic mind also comes through in many of 
our best-selling books. Titles like: How to Win Through 
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Intimidation, Looking Out for Number One, and Power! 
How to Get It! How to Use It. And consider the title of the 
new Joyce Brothers book: How to Get Whatever You 
Want Out of Life. 
Unfortunately, the church has not escaped the culture of 
narcissism. There are those who see in the Bible a green 
light to a self-indulgent life-style. They interpret "abund-
ant life in Christ" to mean material prosperity. Self-
centeredness in the church is also seen in the swing toward 
emotionalism, in the pursuit of ecstatic experience, and in 
the attitude that says, "I don't want the obligations and 
responsibilites of membership^ but I want the benefits." 
And so the Me Culture crowds in upon us. What are we 
to do about it? What does the Bible say? 
D o no th ing f r o m selfishness or concei t , but in humil i ty 
count o thers bet ter t han yourselves. Let each of you look 
not only to his own interests, but a lso to the interests of 
others . Phi l l ippians 2:3-4, RSV. 
God calls us to a counter-culture mentality. A mind-set 
that is outgoing and self-giving. An attitude that sees sub-
mission to God, not as a weakness, but as a strength. This is 
the Jesus mind, the exact opposite of pride and vainglory. 
Just as Jesus emptied himself of his glory in order to fill 
himself with the essence of servanthood, so are we to 
release our grasp on ourselves so we can take hold of the 
wash basin and towel and humble ourselves before the 
needs of others. And as Jesus went all the way to the cross, 
so are we to go wherever God leads. 
After describing the Jesus mind (Phillipians 2:5-8), Paul 
reminds us that God is working in us who believe "both to 
will and to work for his good pleasure" (v. 12). The term 
translated "work" comes from the same root f rom which 
we get our word energy. So, in other words, God not only 
wills that we have the Jesus mind in us and among us, He 
supplies the energy to make it possible. 
President Carter hopes to bring us out of the culture of 
narcissism by rallying us around a national energy pro-
gram. That is noble. But it's not enough. The real energy 
shortage is inside us. We need help to live beyond 
ourselves. 
The only true way out of our self-centeredness is for each 
of us to come to God the Father and confess our sin. To 
open our lives to Jesus Christ the Lord. And to cooperate 
with the Holy Spirit as He cleanses and energizes us in 
order to form within us the mind of Christ. 
Used by permission. 
Light and Life, Winona Lake. Indiana. 
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Services 
for 12 years. My family never did go back to our original 
home." 
He lived in the United States f r o m 1960 to 1972 and is an 
American citizen. In his M C C assignment he lives in Beit 
Ja la near Bethlehem, where others of his family have 
settled. They are more for tuna te than the over one million 
Palestinians still living in refugee camps. "These Arabs 
have waited over 30 years for a settlement since they were 
forced to leave their homes," he said. 
A step in the road to peace is bridging the gap between 
Chris t ians and Moslems, one aim of the Hope Secondary 
School. This school, formerly the M C C operated Menno-
nite Secondary School in Beit Ja la , took on a new name 
when its administrat ion was transferred in 1977 to the 
Arab Chari table Society (ACS) , a society of commit ted 
Christ ians f r o m the West Bank. M C C will cont inue to 
offer some financial suppor t to the school and to suppor t 
Palestinian Bishara 
A wad makes peace as 
school headmaster on 
West Bank. 
Palestinian MCCer Discusses Middle East— 
" W e thank you for the love you have put in our hearts 
for everyone," prays Bishara E. Awad. Love is the compell-
ing theme of the speech of this Palest inian who, as a 
Mennoni te Centra l Commit tee volunteer, has been head-
master of a school established by M C C in West Bank since 
1972. 
Awad speaks of a new gift of love for Israelis (for 
decades the enemies of his people), love between Christians 
and Moslems at Hope Secondary School and love for all of 
those hur t in the Middle East conflict. 
In an August visit to M C C headquarters , Awad talked 
of his deep d isappoin tment tha t many Nor th American 
Christ ians are only interested in the Promised Land for the 
Jewish people and have not extended their love to the 
Palestinians, who have suffered greatly in the 31 years 
since Israel became a state. 
Many Chris t ians rejoice at the expanding Israeli state 
because they feel it is a fulfi l lment of prophecy and proof of 
Chris t ianty. But they sometimes ignore the fact that 
"hat red , persecution and killing" are a daily part of Middle 
East life. "We know that Christ is for love and for peace. 
How can Chris t ians ignore what is happening to the other 
people involved in this?" he asked. 
Awad, born in Jerusa lem, well unders tands the suffering 
of the Palest inian people. As a seven-year-old he witnessed 
the violent dea th of his fa ther dur ing the 1948 struggle 
between Jews and Arabs for control of Jerusalem. He 
recalls, " W e became refugees then, leaving West Jerusalem 
for the Old Jerusalem. My mother worked and tried to care 
for seven children, the oldest eight. I lived in an o rphanage 
the Awad family as M C C volunteers until 1981 when A C S 
will assume full financial responsibility for the school. 
Hope Secondary is a boarding school for poor boys, 
who are not able to pay for their educat ion. Some are 
without families, some are refugees. They study academic 
subjects and learn a skill such as typing or bookkeeping. 
About half the students are Christian and half are Moslem. 
West Bank Christ ians have asked Awad why they offer 
this help to Moslem students , when Christ ians also need 
help. But the headmaster feels accepting those of both 
religions is par t of the mission of the school. He noted, 
"Moslems don' t understand Christianity. They fear it, just 
as Christians don ' t unders tand Moslems. This is one way 
to break ice between the religions. We don ' t try to preach 
to them, but they can see how Christ ians feel abou t their 
religion." 
Love is the key to Awad 's hope for the school. He 
recalled one boy who came to the school. When the boy 
discovered it was a Christ ian school he cried, "Oh Daddy, 
how am I going to live with these Christians?" A year later 
the boy was happily a par t of the studies and his class-
mates. When his headmaster reminded him of his earlier 
fears he said, "I just didn ' t know what Chris t ians were 
like." 
"We teach love here," Awad said. "Students learn to 
unders tand and have a concern for people regardless of 
their religion or race." His deep hope for the students is 
" that their concern will stay with them so these students 
will never carry weapons against each other in the name of 
religion." 
Bishara's name means "good news." He believes the time 
has come for Palestinians and Israelis to respect each 
other , to end destructive hostilities and to build a new 
future . 
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